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Some 800 Berkeley students now face court trials, fines, and or prison sentences for 
théir free speech fight. ACWA Vice President Leonard Levy wrote the letter below to 
Governor Brown. Won't you help by writing to the Governor too? 


Safe Friend: 1.20.65 


Anne Draper 


He He eH ee ee 
January 13, 1965 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown 
Governor of the State of California 
Capitol Building 


Sacramento 1, California 


Dear Governor: 


Frederick Douglass, a great American, born into slavery and a peerless orator, said,"Those 
who profess to favor freedom and yet deprecate agitation, are men who want rain without 
thunder and lightning. They want the ocean without the roar of its mighty waters". 


The students at Berkeley and, for that matter, all Americans, are the victims of a great 
travesty of justice. If vigilance is truly the price of liberty, on that day and at that 
hour, a young, earnest and vigilant group of Americans prevented freedom from being 
whittled away. 


When unions obtained no redress for their grievances, they used the only weapon available 
-- the strike. We fought in the courts, we fought the army, the Militia, the Pinkerton 
police, scabs, but we persevered and in spite of all declarations of illegality and 
conspiracy, we established free, democratic trade unions. I am certain you would be 
among the foremost in your recognition of the great contributions the labor movement has 
made to our open, free society. 


Whether on the Berkeley campus or behind factory gates, the fight for free speech and 
human dignity is equally precious. 


Unable to obtain redress, "unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing of those 

human rights to which this nation has always been committed" (John F. Kennedy), these 
students demanded to be heard. For this contribution, for this courageous act of preserv- 
ing what Walt Whitman called our "sweet freedom", 800 young men and women were arrested. 


We pardon embezzlers and swindlers; we commute the sentence of murderers -- it would seem 
that compassion and justice require your intervention on behalf of these students. For 
these young men and women to carry this burden and sear into their future seems a futile 
distortion of justice. 


Would we not indeed have a peculiar and corrupt justice when a human being can be 
murdered.in Mississippi and the slayer enjoys complete immunity and a justifiable and 
successful struggle for free speech in California is rewarded with a fine and or a 
prison sentence? 


I urge that you do all you can to obtain the leniency these students so richly deserve. 


Sincerely and respectfully yours, 


(signed) Leonard Levy, Vice President 
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